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IOWA LIBRARY COMMISSION. 


OBJECT: To aid in the establishment and develop- 
— of free and other public libraries in the State of 


MEMBERS. 
Jounson BrIGHAM, Des Moines. 
Georce E. MacLean, Iowa City. 
Joun F. Rices, Des Moines, 
Mrs. Horace M. Towner, Corning. 
Mrs. Davip W. Norris, Grinnell. 
Mrs. Henry J. Howe, Marshalltown. 
Cart. W. H. Jonnston, Fort Dodge. 


Auice 8. TYLER, Secretary, Des Moines. 


This QUARTERLY is mailed free to all public libra- 
ries, and to trustees of free public libraries in the 
State of lowa. 








Attendance at Library Meetings. 


Library trustees of Iowa should be 
interested in the following resolution 
which was passed a year ago by the 
Ohio Library Association : 

Resolved, That the governing boards or 
officers of each library in the State be 
urged to send the librarian at library ex- 
pense to the meetings of the association, 
for these reasons: (1) The financial sac- 
rifice to librarians personally, involved by 
attendance on such meetings; (2) The many 
advantages derived from the opportunities 
afforded for consyltation and mutual ex- 
change of ideas and for general discus- 
sion of work, methods and aims; (3) These 


advantages accrue mainly if not wholly to 
the library rather than to the representa- 
tive, as the librarian is thereby stimulated 
to better effort and gives to the library 
the benefit of new knowledge, experience 
and inspiration. 
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The Magazine List For Next Year. 


The choice of a brief list of the best 
magazines for the reading room of a 
small library is not an easy task. There 
are many attractive periodicals that 
seem desirable and it is difficult to re- 
duce the list so that it will come within 
the limit of $25 or $40, or whatever 
amount is available for this purpose each 
year. 


The magazines should be selected with 
the two-fold purpose in view of provid- 
ing attractive reading matter for the 
reading room and also of adding to the 
permanent reference collection a few that 
will be especially valuable for reference 
purposes, when the interest in them as 
current issues has passed. 


The ‘‘Readers’ Guide to Periodical 
Literature’’ issued by the H. W. Wilson 
Co., Minneapolis, renders the current 
magazines, as well as the older ones, of 
the greatest value in providing material 
on almost any topic and is absolutely es- 
sential in every library doing any ref- 
erence work. It is necessary that careful 
thought be given to the selection of the 
magazines, and before a conclusion is 
reached another matter should be de- 
cided : viz., what magazines are to be pre- 
served and bound for reference pur- 
poses? Certain magazines are found to — 
contain a larger number of articles on 
subjects frequently studied by clubs, de- 
bating teams, ete., and certainly a few 
such magazines should be on the list with 
the intention of preserving and binding 














when funds permit, for use in connec- 
tion with Poole’s Index and Readers’ 
Guide. Among these are such periodi- 
cals as North American Review, Atlantic, 
Forum and Century. 
. This is the time of year when the list 
of magazines to be subscribed for, for the 
year 1909 should be carefully selected 
and bids secured in ample time for the 
order to be placed during November. 
This will insure all of the January num- 
bers being received, as they are issued 
about December 20. 

The best plan is to have duplicate 
copies of the list made and sent to sev- 
eral subscription agencies for bids, on 
the entire number for the year. Some 
of the responsible dealers are: J. W. 
Grumiaux, LeRoy, N. Y.; Kenyon News 
Co., Chicago; Hanson’s Magazine Agen- 
cy, Lexington, Ky.; Franklin Square 
Subscription Agency, New York. It is 
a much more satisfactory plan to place 
subscriptions in this way with one firm, 
having them all run for the calendar 
year, rather than to have subscriptions 
expiring at various seasons of the year 
with various publishers. 


By all means include some practical, 
stimulating magazines relating to ap- 
plied science or useful arts for the boys, 
such as ‘*Technical World’’ (1.00 per 
year), ‘‘Popular Mechanics’’ ($1.00 per 
year) or ‘‘Scientifie American Supple- 


ment’’ ($5.00 per year). It is also well 
to consider the desirability of subscrib- 
ing for an additional copy of some of 
the better literary magazines, such as 
Harper, Scribner and Century, for home 
reading, permitting them to circulate as 
books, by using the inexpensive pam- 
phlet binder to be obtained of Gaylord 
Bros., Syracuse, N. Y., for about 5¢ each. 
Such magazines can easily be read in a 
few davs and the length of issue can be 
limited to 4 days. 

A helpful pamphlet on this subject has 
been issued by the League of Library 
Commissions, entitled ‘‘Magazines for 
the Small Library’’ and any Iowa libra- 
rian or trustee who desires this aid in 
preparing the library magazine list for 
1909. may secure a copy free by writing 
to the Iowa Library Commission. 
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IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION | 


Librarians and library trusteg 


throughout the State should hold the 
dates, October 20-22, for attendance at 
the meeting of the State Library Aggo. 
ciation in Cedar Rapids. An excellent 
program has been prepared with promi- 
nent speakers, including Mr. W. 
Brett, librarian of the Cleveland, Ohio, 
public library; Mr. H. E. Legler, seere. 
tary of the Wisconsin Free Lib 


Commission ; Mrs. Theresa West Elmen.- 


dorf, vice-librarian of the Buffalo, New 
York, public library, Hon. Irving B, 
Richman, of Muscatine, Iowa’s well. 
known historian, and Miss Abbie S. Ab 
bott, president Iowa State Teachers’ Ag 
sociation. 

In addition to these addresses, practi- 
cal questions will be considered at the 
various sessions. Especial interest will 
center about the Book Symposium, 
which will be in charge of Mrs. Elmea- 
dorf. Children’s books will also be con- 
sidered in a session in charge of Miss 
Rose, librarian of the Davenport, Iowa, 
Publie Library. 

A round-table of colleges and ref. 
erence libraries will be conducted simul- 
taneously with a round-table for small 
public tubraries. 

The meeting will be open at 2 o’clock 
Tuesday afternoon, October 20, and all 
should be present at the opening session 
to hear Mr. Brett’s address on ‘‘The Li- 
brary a Factor in Social Betterment.” 
All should plan to come for the first ses- 
sion and remain until the close of the 
last session, as each one will be ‘“‘the 
best.’’ 

The sessions will. be held in the as 
sembly room of the Cedar Rapids Publie 
Library. 

A reunion of the Society of the Iowa 
Library School will be held Wednesday 
evening. 
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Hore. Rates.—The Montrose will be 
the headquarters hotel. The rates are 
as follows: 

European plan, single rooms, $1.00 
and up. Rooms with bath, $2.00 and up. 

Where a number are willing to occupy 
one room (without bath) by introducing 
cots, a rate of 75c each per day has been 


made. 
Write directly to the Hotel regarding 
rooms. 
There is an excellent cafe in the hotel 
where meals are served at reasonable 


rices. 
‘ The Y. W. C. A. serves good lunch- 
eons, and is not far from the library. 
Any one wishing lodging at a private 
house, will please write to Miss Harriet 
A. Wood, public library, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa. Such rooms may be obtained at 
from 50¢ to $1.00 per day. 


Summer Library School, 1908. 

The eighth annual session of the Sum- 
mer School for Library Training was 
held at Iowa City, as a department of 
the summer session of the State Univer- 
sity, July 6 to August 1. On account of 
the meeting of the A. L. A. at Lake 
Minnetonka the last week in June, it was 
deemed inexpedient to begin the course 
as early as heretofore. 

Two parallel courses were offered—the 
Elementary Course, and an Advanced 
Course for those who had attended for- 
mer sessions, or were sufficiently profi- 
cient to enter for advanced work. 

Miss Harriet Howe, of the University 
Library, gave the instruction in cata- 
loging in both the Elementary and Ad- 
vanced courses. Miss Miriam E. Carey, 
supervising librarian of Iowa State In- 
stitutions, gave the instruction in classi- 
fication and related subjects. Mr. Mal- 
colm G. Wyer, the University Librarian, 
gave the instruction in reference work. 
Miss Harriet A. Wood. librarian of the 
Cedar Rapids public library, gave lec- 
tures on book evaluation in the Ad- 
vanced course. based on a study of Win- 
chester’s ‘‘Principles of literary criti- 
cism,’’ which proved to be most stimulat- 
ing and helpful. The Special courses, 





given during the last two weeks, by Mr. 
J. I. Wyer, Jr., on U. S. Documents, and 
by Miss Edna Lyman, on ‘‘ Library work 
with children,’’ were thoroughly enjoyed 
by all who enrolled for these courses and 
the students were enthusiastic over the 
practical help which was gained. 

The following is a list of the students: 
Arthur, Muriel, Cedar Rapids; Bach- 
man, Gertrude M., Cedar Rapids; *Bai- 
ley, Flora B., Perry ; Barker, Frankie J., 
Villisea ; *Brainard, Mary A., Waterloo; 
Burd, Mrs. B. F., Kansas City, Mo.; 
Chapin, Mrs. Anna H., Mason City; 
Colville, Nellie V., Oskaloosa ; *Cook, Es- 
tella, Chariton ; Coulter, Mrs. Helen, Ce- 
dar Rapids; Doughty, Anna P., Joliet, 
Ill.; *Dunean, Charlotte, Sioux City; 
Forward, Mary C., Rockton, [ll.; Frank, 
Mrs. Pauline, Kearney, Neb. ; Gault, Beth, 
Centerville; *Gibbs, Stella O., Council 
Bluffs; Gilfillan, Lillian R., Cedar Rap- 
ids; *Gladden, Alice R., Carthage, Mo.; 
Greef, Elva, Eldora; Gregory, Winifred, 
Waterloo; Hesser, Rebecca, Fort Madi- 
son ; Hill, Grace, Oskaloosa ; Huntington, 
Ida M., Des Moines; Lasher, Grace E., 
Evanston, Ill.; Letson, Helen F., Des 
Moines; Palmer, Sarah, Red Oak; *Park- 
er, Marian, Fremont, Neb.; Pedalty, 
Ella M., Mason City; *Penrose, Alma 
M., Grinnell; Robbins, Ethel A., Cedar 
Rapids; Rosemond, Mary, Des Moines; 
Sawyer, Mrs. Nellie S., Muscatine; Swan, 
Blanche, Mount Pleasant ; Taylor, Grace, 
Humboldt; *Terrill, Katharine M., 
Ames; Watts, Blanche V., Sioux City; 
Williams, Elizabeth F., Vinton; Wilson, 
Florence O., Springfield, Mo.; Woods, 
Arabella C., Manchester. 

*For Advanced Course. 





Binding The Library Quarterly. 


All readers of this ‘‘Quarterly’’ are 
urged to preserve all numbers of Vol. 5 
until the close of this year, when an In- 
dex will be issued to the sixteen numbers 
(which will complete Vol. 5) and they 
ean then be bound uniformly with the 
first sixteen numbers of the Quarterly 
which were designated Vols. 1, 2, 3 and 
4, consisting of four numbers each. 


223 








The Vote of Women on the Library 
Question. 


For years there has been in Iowa more 
or less question whether or not the votes 
of women could lawfully be received on 
the question of levying a city tax for the 
establishment and maintenance of a pub- 
lie library. 

Like General Hancock’s view of the 
tariff question, it has been made ‘‘a local 
issue’’—legal advisers in some localities 
interpreting the law one way, and in 
other localities the other way. 

It had long been the opinion of the 
Library Commission—strengthened by 
the opinion of Attorney General Byers 
and his predecessors in office — that 
women were entitled to vote on this 
question, involving the expenditure of 
public money for public purposes. 

But, fortunately for library progress 
in Iowa, the decision of the Supreme 
Court of Iowa, filed July 7, 1908, in the 
ease of Mary S. Coggeshall et al. vs. 
City of Des Moines et al., settles the 
vexed question for ever and ever. 


The story of the case, in outline, is 
that the City of Des Moines, at a special 
election, submitted to the voters of the 
city the question: ‘‘Shall the city erect 
a city hall at a cost not exceeding $300,- 
000?’ No provision was made for re- 
ceiving the ballots of women; and, when 
Mrs. Coggeshall and other women of- 
fered their votes, they were denied the 
right to vote. There being a majority 
of the votes cast for the measure, the 
City Council proceeded to act in accord- 
ance with the popular instruction, levy- 
ing taxes, offering to sell bonds, ete. The 
women who had been so denied, through 
their attorneys, Grace H. Ballantyne 
and Wm. H. Baily, enjoined the Coun- 
cil from so acting. on the ground that. 
the election was illegal because of the 
said denial. 

The action was based on Section 1131 
of the Iowa Code, which reads: 

**At all elections where women may 
vote, no registration of women shall be 
required; separate ballots shall be fur- 


nished for the question on which 

are entitled to vote; a separate ballot 
box shall be provided in which all bal. 
lots cast by them shall be deposited, ang 
a separate canvass thereof made by the 
judges of the election, and the returns 
thereof shall show such vote. The right 
of any citizen to vote at any city, town 
or school election, on the question of 
issuing any bonds for municipal o 
school purposes, and for the purposes of 
borrowing money, or on the question of 
increasing the tax levy, shall not be dg. 
nied or abridged on account of sex.”’ 

In his able and exhaustive opinion ip 
the case, Justice Ladd declared that 
‘‘from a reading of this section, the ip. 
tention to allow women to participate ip 
local elections directly involving the ex. 
penditure of large sums in improve. 
ments is manifest.’’ 

The constitutional limitation of the 
suffrage to adult males was held to ap. 
ply only to elections held under the Con. 
stitution; ‘‘and, as the instrument con- 
tained no reference to elections in mu 
nicipal corporations, thuagh the former 
constitution had done so, it was held 
that the legislature might fix the qualifi- 
eations of electors at municipal elec 
tions.’’ 

**Tt follows,’’ declares the highest 
court in the State, ‘‘that plaintiffs were 
entitled to vote on the question submit. 
ted at a special election, June 20, 1907, 
and were illegally deprived of that priv. 
ilege.’’ The decision reached, there 
fore, was ‘‘that the election was invalid 
and that defendants should have been 
permanently enjoined from proceeding 
thereunder.”’ 


The Iowa Library Commission, sure 
of its position before, is now certain. 
The officials who refuse to receive the 
votes of women who are citizens, on ques- 
tions involving the establishment and 
maintenance of a free library for public 
use, will henceforth do so with a cer- 
tainty that their action will not stand 
in court. JOHNSON BRIGHAM, 
President Iowa Library Commission. 
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An Index for Small Libraries. 


The H. W. Wilson Company have 
hoped to issue an index especially 
suited to the needs of the smaller libra- 
ries, to include fewer magazines than in 
the Reader’s Guide (which they hope 
to enlarge), and in addition to also index 
(or catalog) recent government docu- 
ments, pamphlets and possibly a selected 
list of recent books suited to the small 
library. All this to be printed in one 
alphabet (dictionary arrangement) and 
issued quarterly and cumulated. The 
subscription price will probably be $4.00 

r year. 

A ther venture of the H. W. Wilson 
Company that will be of great interest 
to all librarians is the issuance of a 
“‘Riction Catalog,’’ which is a selected 
list of fiction based upon several ac- 
cepted lists now in use. The plan 
is to check the list as sent out by the 
Wilson Company of the fiction in the 
library, and they will make up from 
slugs at their headquarters the list as 
suited to your needs, and issue as many 
copies as are desired. It is the purpose 
of the Wilson Company to issue lists 
of the classed books in the same manner. 





State High School Debating League. 


The libraries are already having calls 
for material on the subject of debate for 
this year, ‘‘Government control of all 
corporations doing interstate business.’’ 
The Traveling Library has prepared a 
list of reference material, giving pub- 
lisher and price, so that any librarian 
desiring it may have data for purchases. 

Books for debating use will be loaned 
by the Traveling Library through the 
local public library, or directly to the 
Debating society under an agreement 
signed by the officers of the organization. 

Loans will be made for a period of one 
month from date of shipment from Des 
Moines. 





Book Exchange o 
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IOWA LIBRARY COMMISSION, DES MOINES. 
The following complete volumes (un- 

bound) are now on hand in the Periodical 

exchange ana will be sent without cost, 

other than transportation: 

Arena, vol. 6. 

Atlantic, vols. 91, 97. 

Century, vols. 27, 30-55, 57-59, 66, 69. 

Chautauquan, vols. 7-17. 

Cosmopolitan, vols. 17, 19-29, 31, 35, 39. 

Forum, vols. 9, 12, 17, 19. 

Harper’s, vols. 60, 61, 64-67, 69-73, 76, 78-81, 
83, 85, 86, 88-98, 109, 111, 112. 

McClure’s, vols. 8-25, 27. 

Munsey, vols. 17, 18, 20, 21, 23, 24, 27, 29, 30, 
32, 33. 

National, vols. 18, 19. 

North American Review, vols. 146-148, 150- 
152, 154, 157. 

Outlook, vols. 64, 67-71, 73-82, 84, 85. 

Review of Reviews, vols. 6, 8, 10, 11, 13-30, 
33-35. 

Scribner’s, vols. 5, 10, 22-27, 33, 34. 

World’s Work, vols. 9-11. 


The following bound magazines are for 
sale by Thomas A. Kingland, Forest City, 
Iowa, at $1.00 each: 

Banker’s Magazine, vols. 64-69, inclusive. 
Century, vols. 51, 53, 54. 

Chautauquan, vols. 18-23, inclusive. 
Cosmopolitan, vols. 16, 17. 

Independent, 4 vols. for 1903. 

McClure, vol. 4. 

Munsey, vol. 19. 

National, vols. 21-25, inclusive. 
Scribner’s, vols. 15-22, inclusive. 


Miss Agnes L. Clarke, Algona, Iowa, has 
the following bound magazines for sale, 
prices.of which may be obtained by writing 
directly to Miss Clarke: 

Atlantic Monthly, vols. 42-72. 
Harper’s Monthly, vols. 8-30, 38, 39, 42-57, 

71-87. 





A Card Cabinet. 

A 9-drawer card cabinet, oak, made 
by the Library Bureau (22d9) is offered 
for sale at half price, $9.00. The draw- 
ers are standard size, fitted with rods 
and locks, and the eabinet is in good 
condition. Address C. P. Hunter, Iowa 
Mercantile Co., Newton, Iowa. 














*The Librarian as a Censor: Address 
of the President, American Library 
Association, Lake Minnetonka 
Conference, 1908. 


By Arthur E. Bostwick, Chief Circulation 
Dept., N. Y. Public Library. 


**Some are born great; some achieve 
greatness; some have greatness thrust 
upon them.’’ It is in this last way that 
the librarian has become a censor of lit- 
erature. Originally the custodian of 
volumes placed in his care by others 
he has ended by becoming in these lat- 
ter days much else, including a selector 
and a distributor, his duties in the for- 
mer capacity being greatly influenced 
and modified by the expansion of his 
field in the latter. As the library’s au- 
dience becomes larger, as its educational 
functions spread and are brought to 
bear on more and more of the young 
and immature, the duty of sifting its 
material becomes more imperative. I am 
not referring now to the necessity of 
selection imposed upon us by lack of 
funds. A man with five dollars to spend 
ean buy only five dollars’ worth from a 
stock worth a hundred, and it is unfair to 
say that he has ‘‘rejected’’ the unbought 
ninety-five dollars’ worth. Such a selec- 
tion scarcely involves censorship, and 
we may cheerfully agree with those who 
say that from this point of view the li- 
brarian is not called upon to be a cen. 
sor at all. But there is another point 
of view. A man, we will say, is black- 
balled at a club because of some unsav- 
ory incident in his life. Is it fair to 
class him simply with the fifty million 
people who still remain outside of the 
club? He would. we will say. have 
been elected but for the incident that 
was the definite canse of his rejection. 
So there are books that would have been 
welcome on our library shelves but for 
some one objectionable feature, whose 
appearance on examination insures their 
exclusion—some glaring misstatement, 
some immoral tendency, some offensive 
matter or manner. These are distinctly 
rejected candidates. And when the li- 


* Extract from Library Journal, July, 1908. 


brary authority, whether librarian, book 

committee, or paid expert, points out the 

objectionable feature that bars out ap 

otherwise acceptable book the functign 

exercised is surely consurship. 
ae * ” * * 

I know of no more desirable classifieg. 
tion of books for our present PUrpoge 
than the old three categories—the Good, 
the True and the Beautiful. Thoge 
books that we desire, we want becange 
they fall under one or more of thege 
three heads—they must be morally beng. 
ficial, contain accurate information, op 
satisfy the esthetic sense in its broadegt 
meaning. Conversely we may exclude 
a book because it lacks goodness, truth 
or beauty. We may therefore reject it 
on one or more of the three following 
grounds: Badness—that is, undesirable 
moral teaching or effect; falsity—that 
is, mistakes, errors or misstatements of 
fact; and ugliness—matter or manner 
offensive to our sense of beauty, fitness 
or decency. The first and third quali- 
ties, badness and ugliness, are often 
wrongly confounded, and as I desire 
therefore to speak of them together, we 
will now take up the second, n 
falsity or lack of truth. Strangely 
enough, among all reasons for excluding 
books this is perhaps least often heard 


Possibly this is because it applies only 


to non-fiction, and apparently in the 
minds of many, non-fiction is desirable 
simply because it is what it is. Again, the 
application of this test to any particular 
book can generally be made only by ap 
expert. The librarian needs no adviser 
to tell him whether or not a book is im 
moral or indecent, but he cannot 80 
easily ascertain whether the statements 
in a work on history, science or travel 
are accurate. This lack of expert knowl 
edge is bad enough when inaccuracy or 
falsity of statement is involuntary on 
the author’s part. But of Jate we have 
in increasing numbers a class of books 
whose authors desire to deceive the pub 
lie—to make the reader take for au 
thentie history. biography or description 
what is at best historical fiction. Again, 
the increasing desire to provide informa 
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tion for children and to interest the 


class of adults who are intellectu- 
ally young but who still prefer truth to 
fictitious narrative, has produced count- 
less books in which the writer has at- 
tempted to state facts, historical, scien. 
tifie or otherwise, in as simple, and at 
the same time as striking, language as 


possible. 
* * © @ «& 


Against such debasement of the ster. 
ling coin of literature it is the duty of 
the librarian to fight; and he cannot do 
it single-handed. Some things he should 
and does know;; he is able to tell whether 
the subject-matter is presented in such 
a way as to be of value to his readers; 
he can tell whether the simple.and bet 
ter known facts of history and science 
are correctly stated; he is often an au- 
thority in one or more subjects in which 
he is competent to advise as an expert: 
put only the ideal paragon, sometimes 
described but never yet incarnated, can 

ify simultaneously as an expert in 
all branches of science, philosophy, art 
and literature. The librarian must have 
expert advisers. 

Nor are these so difficult to obtain. 
The men who know are the very ones 
that are interested in the library’s wel- 
fare and are likely to help it without 
compensation. And in the smaller places 
where the variety and extent of special 
knowledge is less comprehensive the 
ground covered by the library’s collec- 
tion is also I+ss, and the advice that it 
needs is simpler. The advice should if 
possible be personal and definite. No 
amount of lists, I care not who prepares 
or annotates them, can take the place of 
the friend at one’s elbow who is able and 
willing to give aid just when and exactly 
where it is needed. As well might the 
world’s rulers dismiss all their cabinet 
ministers and govern from text-books on 
law and ethics. The formula, the treat- 
ise, the bibliography—we must still 
have all these, but thev must be supple- 
mented by personal advice. And com. 
petent advisers exist. as I have said, in 
almost every place. The local clergy on 


questions of religion, and often on 
others, too; the school principal on his- 
tory and economics, the organist on 
music, the village doctor on science— 
some such men will always be found 
able and glad to give advice on these 
subjects or some others; and the place 
is small indeed that does not include 
one or two enthusiasts, collectors of in- 
sects or minerals or antiquities, who 
have made themselves little authorities 
on their pet hobbies and may possibly 
be the greatest or the only living author- 
ities on those local phases that particu- 
larly interest the local librarian. It will 
do the librarian no harm to hunt these 
men out and ask their aid; possibly his 
own horizon will broaden a little with 
the task and his respect for the commu- 
nity in which he works will grow as he 
performs it. 

But what if two of our doctors dis. 
agree? Then follow the advice of both. 
It might be disastrous for a patient to 
take two kinds of medicine, but it can 
never hurt a library to contain books on 
both sides of a question, whether it be 
one of historical fact, of religious dog- 
ma, or of scientific theory. 

Zs * a s * 


An impartial book is hard to find; it 
is a thing of value, but I am not sure 
that two partisan books, one on each side, 
with the reader as judge, do not consti- 
tute a winning combination. Against 
violent and personal polemics, of course, 
the librarian must set his face. All such 
are candidates for rejection. 

* . * * * 


So much for deficiency in truth as a 
eause for rejection. Now, let us con- 
sider deficiency in goodness and defi- 
ciency in beauty; or stated positively, 
badness and ugliness. These two things 
are confounded by many of us. Is this 
because the great majority of librarians 
today are of the sex that judges largely 
bv intuition and often by instinctive no- 
tions of beauty and fitness? To most 
women. I believe. all ugliness is sinful, 
and all sin is ugly. Now, sin is morally 
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ugly, without doubt, but it may not be 
esthetically so. And goodness may be 
esthetically repulsive. Badness and ug- 
liness in books are both adequate 
grounds for rejection, but they need not 
coexist. Some of the worst books are 
artistically praiseworthy and would be 
well worth a place of honor on our 
shelves if their beauty alone were tc 
move us. On the other hand, some books 
that are full of impropriety or even of 
indecency are absolutely unimpeachable 
from a moral standpoint. 

Shakespeare and the Bible are often 
indecent without being in the least im 
moral. ‘‘Raffles’’ is in nowise indecent, 
but is dangerously immoral. Bernard 
Shaw is often both indecent and immoral 
while at the same time so astoundingly 
clever that we stand gaping at him with 
our mouths wide open while he tosses 
down our throats the most unsavory 
things. 

_. What, then, is the distinction between 

badness and ugliness? For our present 
purpose I believe it to be this: Badness 
depends on immutable laws, while ugli- 
ness, at any rate that of the kind which 
concerns us here, is a matter of conven- 
tion. Virtue, with all due apologies to 
Mr. Lecky and to many other eminent 
scholars, has certain standards that do 
not vary with place or time. 

* * * * * 

Impropriety or indecency, on the 
other hand, is purely arbitrary. Per. 
sonally, I am inclined to think this true 
of all beauty, but it is unnecessary to 
obtrude this view here. Impropriety is 
a violation of certain social customs, 
and although I should be the last to 
question the observance of those cus- 
toms, we must grant, I think, that they 
rest on foundations quite other than 
those of right and wrong. In fact de- 
cency, instead of being on the same 
plane with morality, comes nearer to 
being properly ranked with those fixed 
eategories mentioned above, which are 
themselves always good or bad, but 
which may or may not include a given 


act, according to circumstances. 
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If a book is really bad—if it teaches 
that evil is good or that it makes no dif. 
ference, it ought to be rejected uncom. 
promisingly, despite the fact that it is 
void of impropriety or even artisti 
admirable. But if it is morally unoh. 
jectionable and yet contains that whigh 
is improper or indecent, it is then p 

to inquire whether the degree and king 
of this indecency is such as to condemp 
it, particularly taking into account the 
condition, the intelligence and the 

of those who would be likely to read it, 
and also the time and the readers foy 
whom, if it is an old book, its author 
originally wrote it. With increasing giy. 
ilization there are certain things that 
become, more and more indecent, ang 
others that become less and less so, owing 
to the shifting of points of view. 

Let us now take up more specifically 
moral badness as a cause for rejection, 
We oceasionally meet people who hold 
that the mention of anything morally 
bad in a book condemns it; while, on the 
other hand, some would admit books 
whose atmosphere reeks with evil ; whoge 
bad characters live bad lives and speak 
bad thoughts, so long as the writer in his 
own person does not commend evil or 
teach that it is good. Both these ex. 
tremes are to be avoided. Surely we 
have outlived the idea that innocenee 
and ignorance are the same thing. ‘‘ You 
ean’t touch pitch,’’ says the proverb, 
‘‘and not be defiled.’’ Granted; yet we 
may look at pitch, or any other dirt, and 
locate it, without harm; nay, we must 
do so if we want to keep out of it. 

* * * * t 

A man need not stop to assert his be 
lief that theft is wrong whenever he tells 
the story of a robbery, but it is quite 
possible to tell a tale of theft in such a 
way as to leave an impression that it is 
a venial offense and to weaken in the 
reader the moral inhibition that must be 
his chief reliance in time of temptation. 
And for ‘‘theft.’’ here we may substi- 
tute any form of moral dereliction that 
you may desire. One of the most potent 
vehicles of moral downfall of any kind 
is the impression that ‘‘everybody does 
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it”’—that some particular form of 
wrongdoing is well-nigh universal and is 
jooked upon with leniency by society in 
. The man who steals from his 
employer or elopes with his neighbor’s 
wife is nine times out of ten a willing 
eonvert to this view. A book that con- 
such an idea is really more dan- 
ferous than one which openly advocates 
wrongdoing. There can be little differ- 
ence of opinion here. There may be 
more in regard to the policy of telling 
the whole truth regarding a state of 
things that is morally very bad. It may 
be fatal to a patient to let him know how 
ill he is. And may it not also be in- 
jurious to a young man or a young wom- 
an to expose the amount of evil that real- 
ly lies before them in this world? There 
is plausibility in this argument, but it 
js out of date. There is much philoso- 
phy in the modern paradoxical slang 
phrase, ‘‘Cheer up! the worst is yet to 
ecome!’? And indeed if there is any 
superlative badness ahead of us, it is 
better that we should know it, rather 
than cultivate a false checrfulness, based 


on misinformation, with the certainty of 


disillusionment. The Egyptians were 
right when they set a skeleton at their 
feasts. It was not to make the feasts 
gloomy, but to make the skeleton a fa- 
miliar object by association; to accus- 
tom the feasters to think about death, 
how to avoid it as long as possible and 
how to meet it when inevitable. We 
should therefore welcome the truth in 
any book, unless it is that ‘‘half truth,”’ 
which the poet tells us is ‘‘ever the black- 
est of lies,’’? or unless it is so stated as 
to violate the canons of decency, in 
which case, as we have already seen, its 
reiection must be based on different con- 
siderations entirely. 

It is these canons of decency, after 
all. that give the librarian his sleepless 
nights. not only because they are so fre- 
quently confounded with canons of mo- 


rality, but because. as we have already. 


geen. they are arbitrary and variable. 
Consider the one case of French fiction. 
Mr. Wister has told librarians that all 


subjects are ‘‘fit for fiction.”’ This is 
interesting as an academic thesis, but 
when the French proceed to act upon it, 
the Anglo-Saxon catches his breath. 
Books, like men, when they are in Rome 
must do as the Romans do, and what. 
ever may be proper in Paris, an Ameri- 
ean public library is justified in requir- 
ing its: books to respect American preju- 
dices. This is true, at any rate, of books 
in the English language, even if they 
are translations from a tongue whose 
users have other customs and other prej- 


udices. 
J . . . @ 


Nor must we forget that our own ideas 
of propriety are constantly changing. 
Take the single instance of the use, in 
literature, of words regarded as profane 
or vulgar. Most of us can recollect a 
time when our acquaintances were likely 
to be shocked by the occurrence in a book 
of the expletive ‘‘damn’’—that is, if it 
were spelled out. It was generally held 
to be unobjectionable, or at least less 
objectionable, if the second and third 
letters were replaced by a dash. Evi 
dently this is the purest convention. This 
and worse words appear now, not with. 
out shocking some persons, to be sure, 
but certainly without shocking many of 
those who formerly would not have tol. 
erated them. On the other hand, it 
would not be difficult to instance words 
formerly common in good literature 
whose use would now cause something 
of a sensation. There are also good peo- 
ple who will read unmoved surprising 
words and expressions when pnt into the 
mouth of a cowboy or a Klondike miner, 
but whose gorge would rise if the same 
words were employed by a writer in 
propria persona. 

What is true of words is true also of 
subjects. That which could not be 
touched upon yesterday is discussed 
freely today. and vice versa. No way 
of dealing with the situation will fail to 
offend some one, and the only approxi- 
mation to satisfaction will be gained by 
the use of common sense applied to each 
case as it comes up. 
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Indecency, of course, is not the only 
offense against beauty that a book may 
commit. lt may be trashy, that is, its 
subject-matter or the manner in which 
it is treated may be trivial and worth- 
less. The dust of the street is neither 
beautiful nor valuable, although it may 
contain nothing actively injurious to 
health or repulsive to the senses. The 
diction of the book may offend against 
beauty and order by its incorrectness; 
its paper, its typography, its binding, its 
illustrations may all be offensive to the 
eye. These last are mere matters of out- 
ward show, to be sure; it may be neces- 
sary to disregard them. They are usu- 
ally reasons for excluding an edition 
rather than a book, though sometimes 
the only obtainable edition offends in so 
many of these ways as to make it un- 
purchasable, even if otherwise desirable. 

+ . 7 a * + 

When a book, therefore, comes up as 
a candidate for omission from the pur- 
chasing list, or perhaps for exclusion 
after it has actually been placed on the 
shelves, the librarian’s first duty is to 
inquire whether it is objectionable be-. 
eause of falsity, of evil morality or of 
impropriety. The first question may be 
determinable only by reference to an ex- 
pert. If the second is alleged, it is well 
to inquire whether the supposed immor- 
ality of the book be not in fact simply 
impropriety, and if impropriety is the 
only objection, whether it is of kind and 
amount likely to be properly offensive. 
If the charge of immorality is sustained 
I see no place for the book on the shelves 
of a public circulating library. 

What has been said may seem to need 
rounding out with specific illustrations 
and instances. but it is particularly de- 


sirable to avoid here anything in the na. , 


ture of purely personal opinion and 
prejudice. It might be possible, of course, 
to define the content of certain well 
known works by their conformity or non. 
conformity with the canons above laid 


down, without attempting to settle the © 


question, at the moment, whether the de- 
gree of non-conformity, if it exists, is 
high enongh to make exclusion from a 
public library desirable or necessary. 
From this point of view Othello, we will 
say, is a play teaching a moral lesson, in 


doing which it discusses and 

sin, but never with approval, expreggs 
or implied. The author used words 
expressions not in accordance with 
ern standards of propriety, although not 
contrary to those of his own time, 


It would greatly aid the library ogy, 
sor if he could have annotations of thi 
sort on all books intended for promigey, 
ous public circulation. For this p 
in fact, all literature should be evaly. 
ated by the light of this one eolor of 
the critical spectrum. 

We have been lightly skimming th 
surface of a subject vital to ail who hay 
to do with the production and distr. 
bution of books—to authors, editors, 
publishers, booksellers, and above all tp 
us librarians. The ranks of readers ap 


swelling today; it is our boast that gp - 


are doing our best to swell them. 

are recruited from classes whose liters. 
ture—if we may so extend the term— 
has been oral rather than written, whoge 
standards of propriety are sometimg 
those of an earlier and grosser age 
whose ideas of right and wrong are be 
clouded by ignorance and distorted by 
prejudice. At the same time hosts of 
our people, with little background of 
hereditary refinement to steady them, 
have become suddenly rich, ‘‘ beyond the 
dreams of avarice.’’ The shock has up- 
set their ideas and their standards. 
Riches have come so suddenly and » 
vastly even to the educated, to thos 
whose culture dates back for generations, 
that it has overturned their ideals algo. 
Our literature is menaced both from 
below and from above. Books that dis 
tinectly commend what is wrong, that 
teach how to sin and tell how pleasant 
sin is, sometimes with and sometimes 
without the added sauce of impropriety, 
are increasingly popular, tempting the 
author to imitate them, the publishers to 
produce, the booksellers to exploit. 
Thank heaven they do not tempt the l- 
brarian. Here at last is a purveyor of 
books who has no interest in distribut 
ine what is not clean. honest and true. 
The librarian may. if he will—and he 
does—say to this menacing tide, ‘‘Thus 
far shalt thou go and no farther.”’ 
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‘Centerville. —Mrs. Linnie Ullrich 
who has been librarian of the Drake 
Public Library since its organization in 
1902 and was previously librarian of 
the Library Association has resigned her 

ition and is succeeded by Miss Beth 
Gault, who has been on the library staff 
and attended the Iowa Summer Library 
School the past summer. Mrs. Ullrich 
was associated with the work at the time 
the late Governor Drake presented the 
library building and also provided a 
generous book fund to Centerville, hence 
has seen that library grow to its present 
ereditable proportions. 

Council Bluffs.—The Library Board 
of Council Bluffs has extended a three 
months’ leave of absence to Miss Stella 
Gibbs, an assistant in that library, for 
a temporary engagement on the staff 
of the N. Y. City Public Library under 
Miss Annie Carroll Moore, head of the 
Children’s Department, where she will 
have the personal supervision of Miss 
Moore. Miss Gibbs has attended the 





‘last two sessions of the Iowa Summer 


Library School. Miss Agnes Field, who 
has had one year of training at the 
Albany Library School, will take Miss 
Gibbs’ place at Council Bluffs. 


Davenport.—Miss Ellen E. Bishop 
who has been the head of the loan de- 
partment since the opening of the Dav- 
enport public library has resigned as 
has also Miss Elizabeth D. Nott; an 
adjustment of the staff has been made 
by the addition of Miss Harriet Sessions 
to the staff. 


Des Moines-Drake University —The 
resignation of Miss Mary Adelaide Car- 
penter, librarian and Dean of Women 
of Drake University in August was 
soon followed by her marriage Septem. 
ber 10th to Rev. William Bayard Craig 
of Denver, formerly Chancellor of Drake 
University. Miss Blanche Galloway, who 


‘has been Miss Carpenter’s chief assistant 


for about five years has been elected 


Acting Librarian. Miss Galloway at- 
tended the Iowa Summer Library School 
in 1902. Miss Florence Hayes has re- 
cently been appointed cataloger on the 
Drake University library staff; Miss 
Hayes received her library training at 
the Illinois Library School. 


Des Moines—Library Commission.— 
Miss Alice C. Mann, who has been the 
Organizer for the Library Commission 
for more than two years, has resigned to 
become Librarian of the Kewanee, IIL, 
Public Library. 


Fort Madison.—Miss Rebecca Hesser 
who was granted a year’s leave of ab- 
sence has returned from her stay in 
Mexico and California and after attend- 
ing the session of the Iowa Summer Li- 
brary School has assumed her duties as 
librarian of the Cattermole Memorial 
Public Library of Fort Madison. 

Grinnell-lowaCollege.—The _resigna- 
tion of Matthew Hale Douglass as li- 
brarian of the Iowa College Library at 
Grinnell has recently been announced. 
Mr. Douglass has accepted the position 
of librarian of the State University of 
Oregon at Eugene, Oregon and will as- 
sume his duties early in October. No 
librarian is more generally known in 
library circles throughout the state than 
Mr. Douglass. He has always been ac- 
tive in the State Library Association, 
having served as Treasurer several years 
and was President of the Association in 
1906. His going will be greatly re- 
gretted by many outside of Grinnell. 
His work in building up the College 
Library and in other activities have 
made him an important factor in the 
life of Iowa College and the college li- 
brary building which has been occupied 
since 1904 received his ciosest personal 
attention during the planning and erec- 
tion. His new position affords a larger 
field and greater possibilities for ad- 
vancement. 

Hampton.—Miss Carrie O. Barker, 
formerly librarian of the Hampton Pub 
lic Library, has been spending the sum- 
mer at home in cataloging and other 
work in the Hampton Library. She 
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returns this fall to Chicago to resume 
her studies at the University of Chicago 
and will have some work on the staff 
of the John Crerar Library. 


Iadianola.—A leave of absence of seve- 
ral months was granted to Miss Hannah 
Babb, the librarian of the Indianola 
Public Library, in order to have a much 
needed rest after years of faithful serv- 
ice in building up that institution. It 
is gratifying to report that Miss Babb’s 
health is improving and she hopes to 
return to her duties this fall. 

Iowa City.—Miss Caroline V. Lang- 
worthy, reference assistant in the State 
University Library, has resigned to be- 
come the Organizer for the Library Com- 
mission. 

Manchester.—The Library Board of 
the Manchester Public Library has re- 
luctantly accepted the resignation of 
Mrs. Jennie Jones as librarian. Her 
earnest labors have been given to the 
upbuilding of the Manchester library 
for almost 14 years. In 1905 she at. 


tended the Iowa Summer Library School 


in order to more efficiently develop her 
library along modern lines after the oc- 
cupancy of the new building. Mrs. 
Jones resigns in order to accompany her 
ehildrcn to the west where she hopes to 
gain much needed and well deserved 
rest. Miss Arabella C. Woods suc. 
ceeded Mrs. Jones September 1, as 
librarian at Manchester. Miss Woods 
was formerly a teacher and attended 
the recent session of the Iowa Summer 
Library School. 

Missouri Valley.—The Public Library 
has suffered a serious loss in the death 
of Mrs. Clara A. Davis, secretary of 
the Library Board at Missouri Valley 
which occurred July 5. Mrs. Davis gave 
much time and thought to the little li- 
brary and though occupied with her 
own business interests she still had time 
for her duties as a Trustee and Chair- 
man of the Book Committee. At the 
time the Commission organizer was re- 
organizing this library Mrs. Davis gave 
many hours of intelligent and helpful 
work on the library records. 


of the Sage Public Library at 
has resigned and is succeeded by 
Etta Westlake. 

Ottumwa. —Miss Mary E. Downey hig 
been appointed Library Organizer fp 
the state of Ohio, by the Ohio Board ¢ 
Library . Commissioners and enter 
upon her new duties October 1. Mig 
Downey has been librarian of the Q 
tumwa Public Library for six years, hay. 
ing organized the library at the tim 
of the erection of the new Carnegie 
brary building there and is well know 
throughout Iowa and elsewhere for he 
active administration of library affaix 
in Ottumwa. She has also for the pag 
three years been the Resident Diregtg 
of the Chautauqua (N. Y.) Summe 
Library School. The Ottumwa Li 
Board accepted her resignation with m 
luctance and passed appreciative 
tions regarding her services. Miss 
Ditch, one of the library assistants, 
be temporarily in charge. 


Red Oak.—The Public Library 
Red Oak opened for public use in tem 
porary quarters in a store building, Sep 
tember 19 with about 800 volume 
Plans are being prepared for the ney 
Carnegie building but the library tr» 
tees wisely decided to make the books a 
cessible to the people as promptly # 
possible in rented quarters. Miss Car 
line Langworthy, of the State Univer 
sity Library was secured by the Library 
Commission to organize the library the 
first of September and was assisted by 
Miss Sarah Palmer, the librarian. Mig 
Palmer attended the Iowa Summer It 
brary School the past summer. 

Rock Rapids.—Through the genere 
ity of H. B. Pierce. E. Huntington, the 
firm of Miller & Thompson and other 
publie spirited citizens of Rock Rapids 
the Public Library there comes into po 
session of a fine library building with 
commodious grounds suitable for a small 
city park. The building was formerly 
the People’s Church and is an attractive 
modern structure which can easily b 


Osage. —Mrs. Ella M. Stacy, whe }; 
been for about nine years the lib 
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ted in its interior arrangement to 
library purposes. About $1,000 will be 

t on remodeling and equipping it 
for library use. The city council in ac- 
cepting the gift of the building from 
these citizens agreed to provide an an- 
nual maintenance tax of not less than 

per year. pw gr 

A public library was established in 
Rock Rapids in 1895 and the persistent 
efforts of those who have been identified 
with it from the beginning has resulted 
in a good collection of books but the 

rs heretofore have been very 
qowded. In the new building there 
will be ample space for reading room, 
children’s room, etc., and the library 
will doubtless enter upon a much larger 
feld of service. The new building will 
be occupied some time in October. 

Sioux City.— Miss Joanna G. Strange, 
whose home was in Sioux City, though 
long identified with Iowa City and the 
State University, has accepted the posi- 
tion of Assistant Reference Librarian in 
the Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh. Miss 
Strange graduated in June from the Al- 
bany wibrary School. 

Storm Lake.— An uctive campaign 
was carried on during the summer by 
the Book Committee of the Storm Lake 
Public Library, of which Mrs. F. F. 
Faville is chairman for donations for 
the purchase of children’s books. The 
committee made the following timely 
suggestion: ‘‘At this time of the year 
it is customary to make donations for 
Fourth of July celebrations. This year 
Storm Lake is not to have a celebration. 
but our people can show as great pa- 
triotism and public spirit by making a 
generous donation to the Public Library. 
Will you do this?’’ 

Tipton.—So thoroughly has Mrs 
Anna Shaw Yates been identified with 
the Publie Library of Tipton that it 
was with the greatest reluctance the 
Library Board there have accepted her 
resignation. Mrs. Yates finds it neces- 
sary to move to California on account of 
the health of her parents who are ad- 
vanced in years. Mrs. Yates has given 
herself untiringly in building up the 


Tipton library from a very modest be- 
ginning made by the Women’s Clubs 
of Tipton in 1896 and has very many 
friends throughout Iowa who will deeply 
regret her departure from the state. 
Her interests and ambitions were not 
only for the Tipton library but for the 
progress of library work throughout 
Towa. 

Miss Helen Harwood of Cedar Rapids 
has been elected to succeed Mrs. Yates 
and will take up her new duties October 
Ist. Miss Harwood attended the Wis- 
consin library school last year and has 
been organizing the school library in 
Milwaukee since the close of school. 

Washington. —The wife and daughters 
of the late Col. Hiram Scofield have pre- 
sented to the Chileote public library a 
collection of about 200 volumes from 
his fine private library as a memorial to 
Col. Scofield, who was for years a mem- 
ber of the library board. There are 
several valuable art books and art maga. 
zines in the collection. 

Weukon.—It is likely that .through 
inactivity on the part of those who 
should have been interested, more than 
for any other reason, the library propo- 
sition was defeated at a special election 
in Waukon August 17 by only 36 
votes. An offer had been made by Judge 
C. T. Granger of a fund of $3.000 to 
purchase books, if the city would equip 
a room in the new city hall and pro- 
vide an annual maintenance tax, and 
it was therefore necessary to submit the 
question of the tax levy to a vote of 
the people. 

Woodbine.—On July 13th a special 
election was held in Woodbine to decide 
the question of the establishment and 
maintenance of a free public library 
as provided by the state law. The vote 
was favorable and the Mayor at once 
appointed a board of library trustees 
consisting of M. A. Read, President, G. 
N. Young, secretary, Arthur Coe, O. L 
Meckel, B. R. Mills. F. L. Hupp, Mrs 
H. C. Ford, Mrs. E. J. Cole and Mrs 
Mary Edgerton. A library association 
has majntained a library of over 1.000 
volumes for some time. 
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American Library Association. 
30th Annual Meeting, Lake Minnetonka, 
Minn., June 22-27, 1908. 
(Extracts from Library Journal, July, 
1908.) 

With an attendance of over 600, plac. 
ing it in line with the two largest con- 
ferences ever held by the American Li- 
brary Association—at Magnolia and 
Narragansett—the meeting at Minne. 
tonka takes its place in the annals of 
the Association as an effective and well. 
handied convention, and a successful one 
socially and professionally. The nation- 
al character that should dominate the 
yearly conference of the A. L. A. was 
well evidenced at Minnetonka in a wide 
representation—north, east, south and 
west—the last (naturally) carrying off 
first honors in attendance, with Minne- 
sota in the lead and Wisconsin as a 
close second—unless the record of at- 
tendance should be written in the lan- 
guage of miles and be claimed by the 
Philippines and the yet more distant 
New Zealand. Both were represented 
with the proof that though the spirit of 
library economy in the South Seas may 
differ in small particulars from that in 
less romantic latitudes, the spirit of its 
adherents is one that claims at once the 
friendship of the A. L. A. 

* *¢ *# # # 

In the evening at 8:15 the first gen- 
eral session of the conference was called 
to order by President Bostwick, who 
then delivered his president’s address. 
Reports of officers, committees and Ex- 
ecutive Board were then in order. 

-_ * -_ 2 e 

Mr. J. C. Burpee, librarian of the 
Carnegie Library, Ottawa, Canada, gave 
a paper on ‘‘Canadian Libraries of Long 
Ago,’’ and beginning with the library 
of Mare Lescarbot, the early historian of 
New France, covered briefly the history 
of the libraries during the French pe- 
riod and, in more detail, those estab- 
lished after the cession of Canada to 
England. 

* * * s e 

A greeting from New Zealand was then 

extended to the A. L. A. in a paper, 
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‘*Work in a Library in New Ze 
by Mr. Herbert Baillie, librarian of 
Publie Library of Wellington, New 
land. Mr. Baillie was granted by 
Wellington library committee $400 
five months’ leave of absence to a 
the Minnetonka conference and study Ii. 
brary conditions in the United State 

On Tuesday, June 23, there 
meetings in the morning of the 
can Association of Law Libraries, thy 
Children’s Librarians’ Section, and 4 
Government documents round-table. 
this round-table, of which Mr. Wyer, ij 
the absence of Miss Hasse, was chajp. 
man, a paper, “‘On the Best Means of 
Popularizing Government Documents” 
was read by Miss Elfrida Everhart, ip 
which methods of handling, cataloging 
and storing public documents were eq. 
sidered. 

All lovers of Austin Dobson—and of 
books—enjoyed the second general sey 
sion, on Wednesday morning, June 2% 
which was a book symposium, the 
gram being prepared by Mrs. Fairchild 
who, unfortunately, could not be pres 
ent. The opening paper by Henry # 
Legler, ‘‘The Dear and 
Twelves,’’ was an appreciative : 
true to Dobsonian standards of literary 
criticism, and interesting in brin 
forward again the great books and their 
influences and beauties rather than the 
ephemeral ‘‘books of the hour.”’ 

A charming paper by Miss Sarah B 
Askew, ‘‘The Place, the Man and the 
Book,’’ was read in her absence by Miss 
Jessie Hopkins, of the University of 
Georgia. * * * ‘‘An Amateur’s No 
tions on Boys’ Books,’’ by E. L. Pear 
son, read in his absence by H. L. Leupp, 
of the University of Chicago, was an- 
other witty and entertaining contribu 
tion to the program, followed by ‘‘Por. 
traits of Places,’’ a talk by Mrs. Perei 
val Sneed, in which some charming 
‘stories of loeality’’ were considered. 
* * * Miss I. E. Lord then gave a 
short talk on ‘‘Fixing a Purpose,” de 
scribing a practical ‘‘special reading 
list’? scheme for the betterment of the 
standard of reading, as planned in the 
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pratt Institute Free Library. Dr. R. G. 
Thwaites spoke on ‘‘How to Get Park- 
man Read,’’ and the appeal to the youth. 
ful imagination and love of romance 
that lies in these wonderful. histories. 
Of these he suggested ‘“‘The Oregon 
Trail’? as most suitable for a beginner. 
Two-minute talks on individual books 
were then given by the following speak- 
ers: R. R. Bowker, Miss Josephine 
Rathbone, J. I. Wyer, Jr., Miss Hewins. 
W. W. Bishop, Johnson Brigham, W. P 
Cutter. Miss Tessa Kelso, Miss M. E 
Hazeltine and A. E. Bostwick. 


In the afternoon there was given a 
garden party at Ferndale under the aus- 
pices of the Woman’s Club of Minneap. 
olis, whose delightful hospitality was 
much appreciated by the A. L. A. dele- 
gates. 

Thursday, a-cool and cloudless day, 
was Twin City day, and it was with a 
sense of relief that business and the 
rush of sessions was forgotten in the 
agreeable program planned for the A. L. 
A. delegates. Leaving Minnetonka at 9 
o'clock, the party spent the morning in 
a delightful trip, some by trolley and 
some by automobile through Minneap- 
dlis, stopping at the Public Library, Uni- 
versity Library, H. W. Wilson Co. and 
also visiting the charming Minnehaha 
Falls and Fort Snelling, where cameras 
were levelled at these landmarks by all 
conscientious travelers. The public and 
university libraries were of special in- 
terest to the librarians, at both of which 
they were most cordially received. The 
party then went on to St. Paul, where 
they arrived in time for luncheon. 


At the third general session on Friday 
afternoon reports of the Catalog rules, 
Bookbinding and Federal Relations com- 
mittees were read. also the report of the 
committee on public documents. 

“The Future of Library “usiness,”’ 
by J. L. Gillis, of the California State 
Library, was the first paper of this ses- 
sion. 


**The Need for Municipal libraries,’’ 
a paper by Prof. Charles McCarthy, of 
Wisconsin, was read by title, owing to 
his absence. Miss Mary W. Plummer 
read the report of the committee on li- 
brary school training, and then opened 
the library school symposium with ‘‘The 
Evolution of the Library School Curri- 
culum.’’ 

* * * o eo 

On Saturday morning the fourth, and 
last, general session was opened with re- 
ports from the following committees: 
Library work with the blind, Title pages 
to periodicals and Library administra- 
tion. ‘‘Open shelves and book losses,’’ 
the general subject of the session, was 
then considered in papers by Miss I. E. 
Lord and E. 8S. Wilcox. 

* * ao * a 

Announcement was then made of the 
selection of Louisville, Ky., by the Voun- 
cil as next year’s meeting place. 

The report of the committee on resolu- 
tions was then read by Prof. G. T. Little. 
expressing the thanks of the Association 
for the courtesies and hospitality ex- 
tended. A vote of thanks was also ex- 
tended. 

a s s a a 

Announcement of election of officers 
was then made as follows: President 
C. H. Gould; first vice president, N. D 
C. Hodges; second vice president, Mrs 
Elmendorf ; treasurer, Purd B. Wright; 
recorder, Miss M. E. Ahern. Council: 
H. E. Legler, W. L. Brown, Miss A. R. 
Hasse, S. H. Ranck, Miss Edith Tobitt. 

* fe 2 * - 


League of Library Commissions. 

The fifth annual meeting of the 
League of Library Commissions was 
held at Lake Minnetonka, June 23-25 
1908. The first session was called to 
order in the club room of the Tonka Bay 
pavilion on Tuesday, at 2:30 p. m.. by 
the president of the League, Mr. Chal- 
mers Hadley, seeretary Indiana Library 
Commission. Miss L. E. Stearns, chief 
of the Traveling Library Department of 
the Wisconsin Library Commission. 
onened the discussion on traveling libra- 
ries with pertinent suggestions as to (1) 
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choice of the local librarian, (2) loca. 
tion of the traveling library in the com 
munity, and (3) means of maintaining 
interest in traveling libraries. 

S * * * 

The ae eh of traveling library sta- 
tistics was presented by Miss Margaret 
W. Brown, Librarian of the Iowa Trav- 
eling Library. Miss Brown urged the 
importance of a recognized basis for 
traveling library statistics, in order that 
comparison of work between various 
states could be more accurately made. 

Miss Brown’s suggestion for a new 
basis of statistics was heartily en- 
dorsed, and the sentiment was crystal- 
lized by a motion that a committee of 
three be appointed to submit an outline 
for uniform statistics to be used in the 
Year Book of the League, and in the 
reports of the various commissions. The 
report of the Publication committee was 
presented by Miss Mary E. Hazletine, 
Wisconsin, chairman. 

-_ + * + * 

The report of the committee on sum- 
mer school -certificates, of which Mrs 
Karen M. Jacobson was chairman, was 
briefly summarized. 

* * * * e 

The second session of the League was 
held at Glen Morris Inn, on Wednesday 
evening, June 24. Miss Mary E. 
Ahern, editor of Public Libraries, dis. 
cussed the subject of library institutes 

* * * S 


Miss Tyler, of Iowa, presented the re- 
port of the committee appointed to as- 
certain what work commissions were 
doing for libraries in state institutions. 

Recommendation was made that a 
committee be appointed to make further 
investigation as to the best methods of 
promoting work with state institutions, 
and Miss Miriam E. Carey, supervising 
librarian of Iowa State Institutions, was 
made Chairman. 

A paper by Miss Isom of Ore- 
gon on ‘‘Library Commissions and 
Rural Schools’’ was discussed by 
Miss Miller of North Dakota, Miss 
Templeton of Nebraska, and Miss Brown 
of Iowa. Miss Clara F. Baldwin of Min- 


nesota spoke on ‘‘ Use of School Lib 

by the Public.”’ rie 
The following officers were elected fo 

the ensuing year: President, Mrs. 

cival Sneed, of Georgia; first vice pre 

dent, Mrs. Henry J. Howe, of I¢ 

second vice president, C. B. Galbre 

of Ohio; secretary, Miss Clara F. RB 

win, of Minnesota ; treasurer, Miss § 

B.: Askew, of New Jersey. 


Iowa Attendance at the A. L, A, 4 


There was a large attendance of lows 
librarians and trustees at the Lake 
netonka meeting, but the program 
so full and the time so completely ocey 
pied that it was not practicable to haye 
a meeting of the Iowa representatives 
The following were in attendance: 

I. Amidon, Cedar Rapids; Lillian B, Ap 
nold, Dubuque; Meta Aussieker, Cedar 
Rapids; Mrs. A. J. Barkley, Boone; ; Mrs 
M. M. Battis, Marshalltown ; Ellen D 
Briscoe, Cedar Falls ; Johnson Bri 

and wife, Des Moines; Margaret be 
Brown, Des Moines; Miriam E. 

Des Moines; Grace A. Coope 
Moines; F. F. Dawley, Cedar 

Helen Donnan, Cedar Rapids; 
Douglass, Grinnell; Fanny Duren, 
terloo; Nellie Faweett, Cedar Ra 

M. L. Ferson, Iowa City; Agnes J. 
Humboldt; Margaret Forgeus, 

Helen Harwood, Cedar Rapids; 
Grace K. Haviland, Marshalltown ; Har 
riet E. Howe, Iowa City; Mrs. i. d. 
Howe, Marshalltown; Caroline V. Lang 
worthy, Iowa City ; Jessie McBride, Day. 
enport; Ella M. MeLoney, Des Moines; 
Helen MecRaith, Iowa City; Alice € 
Mann, Des Moines; Alice Marple, De 
Moines; Mrs. R. A. Oberholtzer, Sioux 
City; Mary Oxley, Cedar Rapids; Ethel 
A. Robbins, Cedar Rapids; Jennie E 
Roberts, Iowa City; Daisy B. Sabin 
Burlington; Vera Sieg, Marshalltown; 
A. J. Small and wife, Des Moines; Frank 
V. Smith, Cedar Rapids; Bessie Stover, 
Iowa City; Katherine Tappert, Daven- 
port; Alice S. Tyler, Des Moines; St 
sanna H. Weare, Sioux City; Harriet 
A. Wood, Cedar Rapids; M. G. Wyet, 
Iowa City. 
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